FOUR        TALES        BY        2ELIDE

" e You see, sir/1 said,c how discomposed I am;
1 desire that, until then, my word shall, so to
speak, be counted for nothing, and that you shall
give me your word of honour to make me no
reproaches if I retract the moment before the
ceremony is concluded.'

" c I swear it/ he said, c if you change of your-
self; but if another comes and causes you to
change, I will have his life or he mine. A man
who has known you for so long and has not had
the courage to do that which I am doing, does not
deserve to be preferred to me/

" After this speech the very thing I had till then
so much desired appeared to me the most to be
apprehended. He soon returned with the contiact
altered as I had desired, but he gave me by it five
thousand guineas for the jewels, the furniture, a&d
the pictures that belonged to me in my own right.
The clergyman was warned, the licence obtained,
the witnesses found. I begged for an hour mote
of solitude and liberty. I wrote to you and gave
my letter to my faithful James. No letter came
from you. The hour passed, we went to the chuich,
and they married us. ...

" Let me take breath for a moment/' she said,
and affected to listen to the actors and the " CaliSte "
of the theatre, whose performance made the tears,
that her neighbours saw her shed, appear suffi-
ciently natural. Then she continued. " Some
days later, the business concerning the inheritance
being settled, and my husband having taken
possession of the property, he carried me to his
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